Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


/ 


pes 


POULTRY 

and  EGG 
SITUATION 


^DEPT.OFIGWCUITU.'?* 
NATIONAL  AGkICIH  t\\7.\\  \  \tw 

AUG  25  ISo/ 


,  _ 


PES-247 


For  A.M.  Release,  June  16,  1967 


Egg  producers  started  3 
million  fewer  chicks  for  flock 
replacements  this  April  than 
last.  This  was  the  first  sig- 
nificant reduction  from  a  year 
earlier  in  2  years.  Indications 
point  to  even  larger  decreases 
in  May  and  June.  The  cutbacks 
•are  in  response  to  a  sharpdrop 
in  the  profitability  of  egg  pro- 
duction in  recent  months, 
brought  on  by  much  lower  egg 
prices  and  higher  costs  for 
feed  and  other  production 
items.  The  reduced  number  of 
chicks  placed  this  spring  will 
begin  to  affect  the  number  of 
layers  on  farms  this  fall. 
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SUMMARY 


Producers  of  poultry  and  eggs,  re- 
sponding to  a  severe  price-cost  squeeze, 
have  been  taking  steps  to  reduce  the  ex- 
pansion in  output.    This  will  probably 
lend  some  strength  to  prices  in  coming 
months . 

Broiler  firms  have  already  halted 
the  uptrend  in  output.    Turkey  growers  now 
are  cutting  back  poult  placements  for  fall 
production  to  around  year-earlier  levels. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  first  quarter, 
egg  producers  have  been  starting  fewer 
chicks  for  flock  replacements  than  in  the 
same  months  last  year.    This  is  expected 


to  arrest  the  uptrend  in  egg  production 
late  this  year  or  early  next  year. 

Prices  for  broilers,  turkeys,  and 
eggs  have  been  lower  in  recent  months, 
while  the  costs  of  feed  and  other  inputs 
have  been  higher  than  a  year  ago  and 
average . 

Broilers : 

Federally  inspected  slaughter 
(liveweight)  of  young  chickens  ran  about 
a  tenth  above  a  year  earlier  during  the 
first  5  months  of  I967.    But,  chick  place- 
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ments  and  egg  settings  in  22  important 
broiler  States  indicate  that  production 
during  June-August  will  be  back  down  to 
around  a  year  earlier. 

The  broiler  industry  also  is  ar- 
resting the  uptrend  in  hatchery  supply 
flocks .    Placements  of  pullet  chicks  for 
hatchery  supply  flocks  in  January-April 
were  5  percent  below  a  year  earlier.  By 
November,  the  potential  number  of  broiler 
breeders  will  be  only  about  5  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier,  compared  with 
about  a  fifth  larger  in  recent  months . 
This  will  put  the  broiler  industry  in  late 
1967  and  early  1968  in  a  good  position  to 
keep  supplies  in  line  with  demand  at 
prices  that  cover  costs. 

Turkeys :    Producers  are  expected  to 
raise  6  to  8  percent  more  turkeys  than  the 
115.5  million  in  1966.    Most  of  the  in- 
crease will  occur  before  the  heavy  fall 
marketing  period.    Poult  hatchings  or  egg 
settings  in  May-June    have  averaged  about 
2  to  3  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 
During  the  first  5  months  of  I967,  about 
13.9  million  turkeys  were  slaughtered  in 
Federally  inspected  plants — 27  percent 
more  than  during  the  like  period  last 
year.    On  May  1,  there  were  175  million 
pounds  of  turkey  in  cold  storage,  com- 
pared with  92  million  on  May  1.  1966,  and 
the  I96I-65  average  for  the  date  of  122 
million  pounds . 

Eggs :     Production  in  May,  on  a  daily  av- 
erage basis  was  dqwn  1  percent  from 
April,  but  was  5  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.    The  May  increase  brought  output 
for  the  first  5  months  of  1967  to  82.2 
million  cases,  compared  with  77.2  million 
during  January-May  1966.    On  June  1, 
there  were  310  million  layers  on  farm — 
5  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier;  the 
rate  of  lay  was  unchanged.    Output  in 
early  1967  would  have  been  even  higher  if 
liquidation  of  older  laying  flocks  had 
not  offset  the  large  inflow  of  replace- 
ment pullets .    Cold  storage  holdings  of 
eggs  on  May  1  were  equivalent  to  1.5  mil- 
lion cases  of  shell  eggs,  compared  with 
0.9  million  a  year  earlier. 

The  uptrend  in  egg  production  after 
midyear  is  expected  to  lose  momentum  as 


producers  continue  to  cull  flocks  heavily 
and  as  fewer  replacements  enter  flocks 
during  the  fall.    The  April  hatch  of 
replacement  chicks  totaled  Ul.5  million, 
compared  with  kh.k  in  April  last  year. 
Indications  point  to  even  sharper  reductions 
in  the  May  and  June  hatches . 

Prices:    May  prices  for  poultry  and  eggs 
were  much  below  a  year  earlier.  Live 
broiler  prices  averaged  13.3  cents  per 
pound  in  May — down  0.5  cents  from  April, 
and  3.^  cents  below  May  1966.    Turkey  prices 
in  May,  at  19-5  cents  per  pound,  were  up 
O.k  cent    from  the  preceding  month,  but  3. It- 
cents  under  a  year  earlier.    Egg  prices  to 
farmers  averaged  28.9  cents  per  dozen  in 
May — 1.0  cent  less  than  in  April,  and  U.5 
cents  below  a  year  earlier. 

Broiler,  turkey,  and  egg  prices  are 
likely  to  recover  from  low  springtime  levels 
after  midyear.    Prices  likely  will  be 
bolstered  by  the  tapering  off  of  the  pro- 
duction expansion,  an  easing  in  competition 
from  red  meats,  and  some  pick  up  in  econom-  • 
ic  activity.    Nevertheless,  turkey  and  egg 
prices  may  continue  to  run  below  1966 
levels  throughout  1967,  although  broiler 
prices  may  be  back  to  year-earlier  levels 
before  the  end  of  the  third  quarter.  Even 
with  some  seasonal  weakening,  broiler  prices 
during  the  fourth  quarter  likely  will  av- 
erage significantly  above  tha  record-low 
prices  received  in  the  same  1966  period. 


PRODUCTION,  UTILIZATION 
AND  FARM  PRICES 

EGGS 

Flock  Liquidation  Limits  Gain  in  Output 

Egg  output  in  May  was  near  the 
seasonal  high — up  13  percent  from  last 
August's  low,  and  5  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.    Total  egg  production  for  the 
first  5  months  of  I967  was  82.2  million 
cases,  compared  with  77.2  million  cases  in 
the  like  1966  period.    This  sharp  increase 
in  egg  production  resulted  mainly  from  the 
big  buildup  in  laying  flocks  which  got  un- 
derway late  last  summer.    Production  per 
layer  during  January-May  also  was  up  1-g  per- 
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cent  from  the  depressed  level  of  a  year 
earlier. 

Output  in  January -May  rose  in  all 
regions,  but--in  line  with  recent  trends- 
southern  areas  reported  the  largest  gains 
over  a  year  earlier.     Egg  production  ad- 
vanced 11  percent  in  the  South  Central 
Region,  10  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Region,  5  percent  in  the  West,  U  percent 
in  the  East  North  Central  and  West  North 
Central  Regions,  and  2  percent  in  the 
North  Atlantic  States. 

Egg  production  would  have  expanded 
even  more,  without  unusually  heavy  culling 
of  laying  flocks.    Since  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  producers  have  been  disposing 
of  flocks  sooner—after  a  much  shorter 
period  of  lay- -than  they  did  in  the  early 
part  of  I966.    Even  so,  the  number  of 
layers  on  farms  in  each  of  the  first  5 
months  of  I967  remained  5  percent  above 
the  same  month  last  year.    A  larger  in- 
flow of  new  pullets  offset  the  heavier 
liquidation  of  older  birds. 

On  June  1,  there  were  310  million 
layers  .on  farms  compared  with  295  million 
a  year  earlier.    The  rate  of  lay  on  June  1 
was  the  same  as  on  June  1,  1966. 

Heavier  culling  of  flocks  is  essen- 
tially a  response  to  egg-feed  price  re- 
lationships which  have  become  less  favor- 
able to  producers  in  recent  months.  Egg 
prices  have  been  substantially  lower, 
while  prices  for  feed  and  some  other  pro- 
duction items  have  been  moderately  higher 
than  in  the  same  period  last  year.  Dur- 
ing February-May,  the  farm  price  of  a 
dozen  eggs  was  equivalent  in  value  to  only 
8.5  pounds  of  poultry  ration — 23  percent 
less  than  a  year  earlier  and  11  percent 
below  the  1961-65  average  for  the  period. 

After  flocks  have  been  in  continuous 
production  for  more  than  10  months,  the 
rate  of  lay  falls  rapidly,  and  the  amount 
of  feed  required  per  dozen  eggs  increases 
sharply.    By  the  Ikth  month,  it  may  take 
as  much  as  7  to  8  pounds  of  feed  to  prod- 
uce a  dozen  table  eggs  compared  with  an 
average  of  k  to  5  pounds  for  the  entire 


production  period.    Egg  quality  also  dete- 
riorates near  the  end  of  the  laying  period. 
Thus,  with  lower  egg  prices  and  higher 
feed  costs,  cash  receipts  from  the  sale  of 
eggs  since  January  probably  have  not  been 
high  enough  to  more  than  cover  feed  costs 
for  many  older  flocks . 

Rapid  liquidation  of  older  flocks 
has  been  reflected  in  about  a  16  million 
increase  from  a  year  earlier  in  the  number 
of  hens  and  cocks  slaughtered  in  Federally 
inspected  plants  in  January -May.  Since 
older  flocks  lay  larger  eggs,  increased 
culling  has  limited  only  the  production  of 
larger  eggs.    Consequently,  prices  for 
larger  eggs  have  declined  proportionately 
less  than  prices  for  smaller  eggs.  For 
instance,  in  Iowa,  large  eggs  were  priced 
38  percent  above  mediums  on  June  7  compared 
with  18  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 

Replacement  Hatch  Turns  Down 

In  addition  to  culling  laying  flocks 
more  heavily,    egg  producers  have  reversed 
a  2-year  uptrend  in  the  number  of  replace- 
ment pullets  started.     In  April,  6  percent 
fewer  pullet  chicks  were  placed  for  laying 
flocks  than  a  year  earlier.  Indications 
point  to  even  sharper  reductions  for  May 
and  June.    On  May  1  eggs  in  incubators  for 
the  production  of  egg-type  chicks  were  9 
percent  below  May  1,  1966,  and  eggs  set 
in  5  States  reporting  weekly  for  hatches 
in  the  first  half  of  June  were  down  a 
tenth. 

The  full  effect  of  this  cutback  in 
replacements,  however,  will  not  be  felt 
before  late  fall  or  early  winter.  Even 
with  continued  heavy  culling  of  flocks  in 
coming  months,  the  downward  adjustment  in 
layer  numbers  toward  year-earlier  levels 
is  likely  to  be  gradual.    The  Nation's 
laying  flocks  over  the  next  several  months 
also  will  contain  a  larger  proportion  of 
more  productive  pullets  and,  therefore, 
probably  will  lay  at  a  higher  rate  than  in 
the  summer  of  1966.    Consequently,  although 
egg  production  likely  will  decline  more 
than  seasonally  in  early  summer,  it  still 
may  total  as  much  as  3  to  5  percent  above 
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a  year  earlier.     If  the  cutback  in  flock 
replacements  continues  as  expected,  fourth 
quarter  production  likely  will  be  only  a 
little  above  the  fourth  quarter  of  I966. 


More  Eggs  Diverted  to  Breakers 

Substantially  more  eggs  have  been 
converted  to  manufactured  products  so  far 
this  year  than  in  early  I966.     In  January- 
April,  about  6.7  million  cases  of  eggs 
were  broken  commercially,  compared  with 
l)-.5  million  in  the  like  period  of  1966. 

Part  of  the  expansion  in  the  produc- 
tion of  liquid  egg  has  shown  up  in  the 
buildup  of  cold  storage  holdings,  which 
were  sharply  depleted  in  1966.  Stocks 
(mostly  of  frozen  eggs) ,  were  equivalent 
to  1.5  million  cases  of  shell  eggs  on 
May  1,  up  from  0.9  million  a  year  earlier 
but  below  the  1961-65  average  of  1.6  rail- 
lion  for  May  1.    However,  storage  data 
understate  the  total  increase  in  available 
supplies  of  egg  products,  because  they 
do  not  include  egg  solids . 


Prices  Decline  More  Than  Seasonally 

Egg  prices  to  farmers  in  early  19&7 
fell  more  than  seasonally  as  egg  produc- 
tion continued  to  run  much  above  a  year 
earlier.    The  U.  S.  average  price  re- 
ceived by  farmers  in  mid-May  averaged 
28.9  cents  per  dozen — down  8.5  cents  from 
January  and  4.5  cents  below  relatively 
high  price  of  33«4  cents  per  dozen  in  May 
1966.    On  June  7>  prices  of  large  eggs  to 
Iowa  producers  in  quality  marketing  pro- 
grams were  mostly  2.0  cents  lower  than 
in  mid-May  and  6.7  cents  under  a  year 
earlier.    Medium-sized  eggs  were  down 
1.8  cents  from  raid-May  and  8.5  cents  from 
early  June  1966.    The  smaller  decline 
from  a  year  earlier  for  large  eggs  re- 
flects the  relatively  short  supply  of 
larger  sizes  due  to  the  heavy  culling  of 
older  laying  flocks.    The  average  price 
for  all  eggs  in  early  June  probably  was 
near  the  seasonal  low.    Unusually  wide 
price  differences  among  the  smaller  and 
larger  eggs  likely  will  narrow  as  the 
year  progresses. 


Because  egg  production  has  exceeded 
the  use  of  fresh  eggs  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  storage  demand  for  eggs  has 
been  an  important  factor  influencing  egg 
prices  in  recent  months.    The  fact  that 
egg  prices  have  held  up  as  well  as  they 
have  since  January,  considering  the  large 
increase  in  supplies,  can  be  attributed 
mainly  to  larger  purchases  of  egg  products 
for  storage. 

For  storage  to  be  profitable,  the 
rise  in  egg  or  egg  product  prices  must  be 
large  enough  to  more  than  cover  all 
storage  costs.    Unusually  low  egg  prices 
this  spring  tended  to  create  a  stronger 
incentive  for  storage  because  there  was 
the  expectation  that  eggs  and  egg  products 
would  not  be  available  later  on  at  such 
low  prices. 

Egg  prices  after  midyear  are  ex- 
pected to  rise  from  springtime  levels  as 
egg  production  declines  more  than  season- 
ally.   However,  the  substantially  larger 
carryover  of  eggs  in  storage  (including 
the  quantity  incorporated  in  other  proc- 
essed foods)  is  likely  to  temper  the  price 
rise.    Prices  to  farmers  in  July-December 
1967  may  average  over  5  cents  below  the 
hO.k  cents  per  dozen  in  that  period  last 
year. 

POULTRY 

Uptrend  in  Broiler  Production  Arrested 

Broiler  producers  have  taken  steps 
to  slow  production  expansion  in  recent 
weeks.    Broilers  slaughtered  (liveweight) 
in  Federally  inspected  plants  during 
January-May  were  up  a  tenth  from  the  like 
period  of  1966.    But,  chick  placements  or 
egg  settings  in  22  States  in  the  9  weeks 
ended  June  3  averaged  about  the  same  as 
in  corresponding  period  of  1966,  indi- 
cating that  broiler  slaughter  will  total 
around  year-earlier  levels  during  June- 
August. 

The  cutback  is  producers'  re- 
sponse to  an  extended  period  of  low  prof- 
itability.   Broiler  firms  have  been  caught 
in  a  severe  price-cost  squeeze  since  last 
fall;  broiler  prices  have  fallen  sharply, 
while  costs  for  feed,  labor,  and  other 
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inputs  have  remained  above  a  year  earlier. 
The  price  of  a  pound  of  live  broiler  in 
the  8  months  through  May  was  equal  in 
value  to  only  2.7  pounds  of  broiler  feed-- 
l6  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier,  and 
13  percent  below  the  average  for  the 
period  during  the  preceding  5  years. 

Because  the  broiler  industry  in 
earlier  months  had  prepared  for  much 
larger  production,  the  recent  curtailment 
of  broiler  chick  placements  has  been 
extremely  costly.    It  has  involved  the 
diversion  of  a  larger  proportion  of 
hatching  eggs  to  be  lower-valued  food  use 
and  the  disposition  of  hatchery  supply 
flocks  at  an  earlier  age  than  usual. 
During  the  first  5  months  of  1967,11.5  mil- 
lion heavy  type  hens  and  cocks  (mostly 
broiler  parent  stock)  were  slaughtered  in 
Federally  inspected  plants,  3*0  million 
above  the  same  period  of  1966. 

Broiler  firms  also  have  halted  the 
expansion  in  broiler  hatchery  supply 
flocks.    Pullet  chicks  placed  for  breeder 
flocks  in  January -April  totaled  12.6  mil- 
lion— 0.7  million,  or  5  percent  fewer 
than  during  the  same  period  last  year. 
However,  because  pullet  chick  placements 
were  much  larger  last  fall,  the  indicated 
potential  size  of  the  Nation's  broiler 
breeder  flock  is  still  about  a  fifth 
above  a  year  earlier.    The  recent  cut  in 
flock  replacements  indicates  that  by 
November  the  potential  number  of  broiler 
breeders  will  be  up  around  5  percent  from 
November  i960. 

Since  the  number  of  broiler  breeder 
hens  actually  supplying  broiler  hatchery 
eggs  has  been  limited  by  increased 
slaughter  of  older  flocks  over  the  past 
few  months,  hatching  egg  supplies  could 
be  increased  considerably  in  coming 
months  simply  by  an  easing  in  the  rate 
of  slaughter  and  by  more  fully  utilizing 
eggs  from  younger  flocks.    This  means 
that  the  broiler  industry  will  have  the 
ability  to  rapidly  expand  egg  settings 
and  chick  placements  for  fall  and  winter 
broiler  marketings,  if  such  an  expansion 


seems  warranted  by  current  or  prospective 
price-cost  relationships. 

But,  because  hatching  egg  supplies 
will  be  tighter  beginning  late  this  year, 
broiler  firms  will  be  in  a  much  better 
position  to  keep  production  in  line  with 
demand  at  profitable  prices  during  the 
early  part  of  1968. 

Broiler  Prices     )  Recover 

The  U.  S.  average  live  broiler  price 
was  13.3  cents  per  pound  in  May,  compared 
with  13.8  cents  in  April  and  l6.7  cents  in 
May  1966.    In  January -May,  prices  averaged 
1^.1  cents  per  pound — down  2.h  cents  from 
a  year  earlier  to  the  lowest  prices  of 
record  for  the  period.    The  second  week  in 
June,  prices  in  Chicago  for  ready-to-cook 
broilers  averaged  23^  cents  per  pound-- 
down  2  cents  from  mid-May,  and  5  cents 
below  a  year  earlier. 

The  low  broiler  prices  during  the 
first  half  of  1967  reflect  a  number  of 
factors.    Broiler  production  during  most 
of  the  period  was  up  substantially  from  a 
year  earlier.    Supplies  of  competing  prod- 
ucts also  showed  large  gains.  January- 
April  increases  in  output  over  a  year  ear- 
lier were:     3^  percent  for  turkeys;  19  per- 
cent for  pork,  5  percent  for  beef;  and  7 
percent  for  eggs.    May  1  cold  storage 
holdings  were  up  from  a  year  earlier  by: 
89  percent  for  turkeys;  33  percent  for  red 
meats;  and  70  percent  for  eggs. 

In  recent  weeks,  the  uptrend  in  red 
meat  production  has  been  losing  momentum. 
During  May,  Federally  inspected  slaughter 
was  above  a  year  earlier  by  only  about 
3  percent  for  pork  and  beef.    In  coming 
months,  increases  over  a  year  earlier  for 
turkey,  fowl,  and  eggs  also  are  expected 
to  shrink.    By  year's  end,  turkey  and  red 
meat  production  may  be  about  the  sane  as 
a  year  earlier.    In  addition,  overall 
economic  activity  is  expected  to  pick  up 
during  the  second  half. 
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These  factors,  together  with  the 
tapering  off  in  broiler  production,  are 
expected  to  lend  strength  to  the  broiler 
market  in  coming  months.    Third  quarter 
live  broiler  prices  likely  iri.ll  climb 
above  those  in  May.     Even  if  the  uptrend 
in  broiler  production  resumes  late  in 
196 7 ,  fourth  quarter  prices  probably  would 
average  significantly  above  the  record 
low  12.9  cents  per  pound  received  in 
October-December  1966. 

Turkey  Hatchings  Taper  Off 

Producers  are  expected  to  raise  6 
to  8  percent  more  turkeys  this  year  than 
the  115*5  million  in  1966- -about  as  many 
as  they  had  intended  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year.    Most  of  the  crop  for  slaughter 
in  1967  will  come  from  poults  hatched  in 
the  12  months  through  August.    During  the 
first  8  months  of  this  period  (through 
April  1967)  79*2  million  poults  were 
hatched,  compared  with  70.3  million  in 
the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    By  the 
end  of  April  1966,  some  55  percent  of  all 
poult  hatchings  for  the  12-raonth  period 
had  been  completed;  and,  by  the  end  of 
June,  the  percentage  was  89  percent.  Eggs 
in  incubators  on  May  1  and  egg  settings 
and  poult  hatchings  in  10  important 
turkey  States  indicate  that  poult  hatch- 
ings in  May-June  likely  will  total  a 
little  below  the  same  months  of  1966. 

Federally  inspected  turkey  slaughter 
during  the  first  k  months  of  1967  totaled 
155  million  pounds — 39  million  or  3^  per- 
cent above  a  year  earlier.    The  number  of 
turkeys  slaughtered  during  this  period 
increased  28  percent.    Average  live weight 
per  bird  rose  1^.9  percent  to  15.6  pounds, 
because  proportionately  more  turkeys  were 
carried  to  maturity  and  fewer  were  mar- 
keted as  fryer-roasters.    During  May, 
turkey  slaughter  continued  about  a  third 
above  the  like  period  of  1966.  The 
seasonal  pattern  of  hatchings  indicate 
that  turkey  slaughter  probably  will  con- 
tinue to  exceed  year-earlier  levels  at 
least  through  the  third  quarter. 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  turkey  on 
May  1  amounted  to  175  million  pounds,  com- 


pared with  92  million  a  year  earlier  and 
the  1961-65  average  of  122  million.  Some 
33  million  pounds  of  the  May  1  holdings 
were  mostly  convenience  products  made 
largely  of  turkey  meat,  such  as  turkey 
rolls  and  roasts.    Being  boneless,  these 
products  contain  more  turkey  meat  per 
pound  than  a  whole  ready-to-cook  bird. 

Some  Rise  in  Turkey  Prices  Likely 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  tur- 
keys averaged  19«5  cents  per  pound  in 
May- -3.^-  cents  under  a  year  earlier,  and 
the  lowest  price  for  the  month  since 
I9U2.    In  January -May,  prices  averaged 
20.6  cents  per  pound,  compared  with 
23.9  cents  in  the  same  I966  period. 

The  low  prices  in  early  I967  are 
attributable  to  the  sharply  increased 
supplies  of  turkey  and  greater  competi- 
tion from  broilers  and  other  meats.  As 
the  year.. progresses,  expansion  in  turkey 
producti6n  is  expected  to  taper  off, 
competition  from  other  high  protein  foods 
likely  will  lessen,  exports  are  expected 
to  increase  from  low  year-earlier  levels, 
and  growth  in  overall  economic  activity 
probably  will  pick  up.  Consequently, 
turkey  prices  are  expected  to  strengthen, 
even  during  the  fall  when  the  volume  of 
marketings  is  seasonally  large.  Prices 
may  continue  below  a  year  earlier  through- 
out 1967,  although  the  margin  will  likely 
narrow.    Turkey  slaughter  begins  to 
exceed  current  use  around  midyear  and  cold 
storage  holdings  increase  seasonally. 
During  the  into-storage  period,  turkey 
prices  will  be  influenced  more  by  what 
storers  believe  they  will  be  able  to  sell 
turkeys  for  prior  to  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  than  by  current  supply-demand 
conditions . 


More  Poultry  Marketed 
as  Convenience  Products 

Poultry  processors  during  the  first 
k  months  of  1967  utilized  more  poultry 
for  the  production  of  convenience  prod- 
ucts than  in  the  same  period  last  year. 
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These  products  include  poultry  parts 
and  foods  made  from  poultry  meat,  such 
as  poultry  rolls  and  roasts,  frozen 
dinners,  and  pot  pies.    A  total  of  413 
million  pounds  of  chicken  and  turkey 
were  cut  up  in  Federally  inspected  plants 
in  January-April.    An  additional  285 
million  pounds  were  transformed  into 
more  highly  processed  items.    This  com- 
pares with  364  million  pounds  cut  up 
and  259  million  pounds  "further  processed" 
in  January-April  i960.    The  increase  in 
the  production  of  convenience  foods  has 
continued  to  exceed  expansion  in  chicken 
and  turkey  slaughter  so  far  this  year. 
Poultry  cut  up  and  further  processed 
in  Federally  inspected  plants  in  January- 
April  was  equivalent  to  33  percent  of 
certified  slaughter,  compared  with  32 
percent  in  January-April  I966.  During 
the  first  4  months  of  1962,  only  335 
million  pounds  of  chicken  and  turkey  or 
24  percent  of  the  quantity  certified 
was  converted  to  convenience  foods  in 
plants  under  Federal  inspection. 

Turkey  Exports  Recover 

Turkey  exports  rose  in  April  and 
were  well  above  the  relatively  low  levels 
of  a  year  earlier,  but  broiler  exports  de- 
clined.   The  increase  in  turkey  exports 
appears  to  be  a  somewhat  delayed  reaction 
to  the  unusually  low  domestic  prices  that 
have  prevailed  in  recent  months.  Compe- 
tition for  chicken  in  world  markets  is 
still  keen.    Common  Market  tariffs  on 
poultry  parts  (which  have  been  high  in 
recent  quarters)  were  raised  further  by 
the  imposition  in  early  June  of  supple- 
mental levies  on  chicken  thighs  and  whole 
legs  and  backs  and  necks.    See  table  1  . 
This  is  the  first  time  that  the  EEC  has 
applied  a  supplemental  levy  to  poultry 
parts,  other  than  on  chicken  halves  and 
quarters.    See  table  24  for  West  German 
levies  against  whole  broilers  and  turkeys. 

Sales  of  young  chicken  to  foreign 
countries  in  April  amounted  to  6.2  mil- 
lion pounds--down  from  6.3  million  in 
March  and  7.6  million  in  April  1966. 
The  April  decrease  brought  the  total  for 
the  first  k  months  of  1967  to  23.8  mil- 
lion pounds,  compared  with  30. 9  million 


Table  1  . — West  German  levies  on 
U.  S.  poultry  parts  per  pound, 
effective  June  5,  1966 


Part 

Vari- 
able 
levy 

j Supple - 
[ mental 
*  levy 

Total 

chancre 

uenxs 

uerves 

LaXX  U 1C    Ul  ltULb 

k  fio 

wings 

j.ixr itcy  ajruni— 

sticks 

7.64 

7.6k 

Backs  and  necks 

•  5.10 

6.8o 

11.90 

Chi  oVprv  Vit*pa  q+  q 

:  14.27 

14.27 

Chicken  halves 

and  quarters 

:  9.80 

4.54 

14.34 

Chicken  thighs 

and  whole  legs 

:  12.74 

5-67 

18.41 

Turkey  breasts 

:  20.39 

20.39 

in  January-April  I966.    Some  two-thirds 
of  all  of  the  young  chickens  exported  in 
January-April  was  in  the  form  of  parts. 
Exports  of  chicken  to  the  Common  Market 
(mostly  West  Germany)  in  January-April 
totaled  7»7  million  pounds,  compared  with 
9.2  million  a  year  earlier. 

Turkey  exports  rose  42  percent  in 
April  to  2.7  million  pounds — 127  percent 
above  the  low  level  of  a  year  earlier. 
January-April  volume  totaled  9*5  million 
pounds,  compared  with  9*7  million  pounds 
in  the  same  period  last  year.  Exports 
to  the  Common  Market  represented  62  per- 
cent of  the  January-April  total  this 
year — up  from  57  percent  in  the  like  per- 
iod of  I966. 

With  higher  levies  against  U.  S. 
poultry  imported  into  the  Common  Market, 
chicken  exports  are  likely  to  remain  de- 
pressed even  though  U.  S.  prices  in  the 
domestic  market  are  expected  to  continue 
at  highly  competitive  levels.  Turkey 
exports,  however,  may  continue  to  run 
above  a  year  earlier,  because  of  rela- 
tively less  competition  from  other  coun- 
tries . 
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FARM  INCOME 


Uptrend  in  Gross  Income  Reversed 

Gross  farm  income  from  poultry  and 
eggs—  -which  rose  6  percent  in  1965  anc^ 
15  percent  in  1966  to  new  record  highs — 
was  down  moderately  from  a  year  earlier  in 
January-May  1967*    The  decline  in  farm 
income  from  last  year,  however,  will 
narrow  somewhat  as  the  year  progresses, 
if  the  expected  recovery  in  poultry  prices 
materializes.    Farm  income  from  eggs 
dropped  about  a  tenth  under  a  year  earlier 
in  January-May,  despite  a  7  percent  in- 
crease in  production.    Broiler  income 
fell  about  6  percent,  as  a  10  percent 
increase  in  production  failed  to  fully 
offset  lower  prices.    Income  from  season- 
ally small  turkey  production  and  income 
from  marketings  of  other  chickens  both 
were  up(despite  lower  prices) due  to  an  un- 
usually large  gain  in  the  volume  of  sales. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
sharply  lower  prices  may  continue  to 
hold  gross  income  from  eggs  around  a 
tenth  below  a  year  earlier.    Income  from 
turkeys  is  also  expected  to  be  lower. 

Broiler  income  is  likely  to  im- 
prove the  most  during  the  second  half. 
Prices  for  broilers  during  this  period 
likely  will  average  appreciably  higher 
than  in  July-December  I966,  if  producers 
continue  to  hold  broiler  chick  placements 
in  check  as  they  have  been  doing  over 
the  past  3  months. 

Last  year,  gross  farm  income  from 
poultry  and  eggs  was  a  record  high 
$i+,208  million,  compared  with  $3,650  mil- 
lion in  1965*    Eggs  accounted  for  most 
of  the  gain,  but  income  from  broilers 
and  turkeys  also  rose  substantially. 
The  improvement  in  poultry  and  egg  in- 
come in  I966  came  mostly  from  a  vigorous 
expansion  in  demand  for  high  protein 
foods  which  got  underway  late  in  19&5* 
This,  in  turn,  was  associated  with  sharp 
expansion  in  overall  economic  activity. 
Employment  and  consumer  incomes  rose 
rapidly  in  1966 — especially  among  the 


lower  income  groups--and  prices  in  gen- 
eral increased  much  more  rapidly  than  in 
the  preceding  5  years.    In  addition, 
military  procurement  of  high  protein 
foods  was  appreciably  greater  in  1966  than 
in  1965. 

The  unusually  large  upsurge  in  de- 
mand in  I966  permitted  poultrymen  to 
market  larger  volumes  of  products  at 
prices  moderately  to  substantially  higher 
than  in  1965«    Especially  favorable  prices 
early  in  1966 — due  in  part  to  reduced 
pork  supplies—also  induced  egg  and  poul- 
try meat  producers  to  revise  production 
upward  for  the  second  half  of  1966. 

Even  though  production  increased  11 
percent,  broiler  prices  in  1966  advanced 
to  15*3  cents  per  pound  from  15.0  cents 
in  1965«    Consequently,  1966  income  from 
broilers  climbed  12=r  percent  above  the 

1965  record  to  $L,3§9  million.    All  of 
the  gain  occurred  during  the  first  3 
quarters;  prices  for  broilers  during  the 
fourth  quarter  were  record  low  for  the 
period. 

Prices  to  farmers  for  turkeys  aver- 
aged 23.0  cents  per  pound  in  1966,  com- 
pared with  22.2  cents  in  1965.    The  higher 
prices,  combined  with  a  10  percent  larger 
output,  raised  the  1966  income  from  tur- 
keys to  $W33  million — 15  percent  above 
the  1965  record. 

Prices  received  for  eggs  during 

1966  rose  5»^  cents  to  39*1  cents  per 
dozen — the  highest  since  1956.  With  1 
percent  larger  output  in  I966,  gross 
farm  income  from  eggs  rose  18  percent 
above  the  I965  level  to  a  new  high  of 
$2,113  million.  The  previous  high  of 
$2,073  million  was  reached  in  1953 • 

Poultrymen  in  all  regions  realized 
substantially  higher  gross  income  from 
poultry  and  eggs  in  1966.    Income  from  the 
k  major  products  (eggs,  broilers,  turkeys, 
and  other  chickens)  showed  the  largest 
gain  in  the  South,  where  production 
increased  the  most.    Income  rose  around 
$155  million,  or  16  percent,  in  the 
South  Atlantic  and  South  Central  Regions; 
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$66  million,  or  20  percent,  in  the  West; 
and  between  $U0  million  and  $60  million 
in  the  West  North  Central,  East  North 
Central,  and  North  Atlantic  Regions. 

Before  increasing  substantially  in 
1965  and  1966  total  gross  income  from 
poultry  and  eggs  in  I96O-6U  fluctuated 
within  a  rather  narrow  range  of  $3,329 
million  to  $3,^57  million.    During  these 
earlier  years,  declining  prices  largely 
offset  increased  production. 

Net  Incomes  Up  Sharply  in  1966 

While  1966  data  are  not  available 
on  net  farm  income  from  poultry  and  eggs 
for  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  scat- 
tered information  on  costs  and  returns  to 
producers  suggest  that  1966  was  a  rela- 
tively good  year  for  most  poultrymen — 
especially  egg  producers. 

Net  incomes  of  egg  producers  appear 
to  have  registered  large  gains  in  1966, 
probably  reaching  the  highest  levels  in 
well  over  a  decade.    Egg  prices  were  much 
higher  than  in  1965  in  all  areas  of  the 
country,  while  costs  per  dozen  increased 
only  a  little. 

Data  from  record-keeping  projects, 
carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Cooperative  Extension  Service,  indicate 
that  management  income  (all  income,  less 
all  costs — including  value  of  family 
labor)  per  layer  on  participating  egg 
farms  rose  sharply  between  I965  and  1966: 
From  $0.88  to  $1.U8  in  New  York;  from 
$0.31  to  $1.08  in  Ohio;  from  $0.53  to 
$1.92  in  Sonoma  County,  California,  and 
from  $0.60  to  $1.51  in  Riverside  and 
Orange  Counties,  California.    Gains  in 
total  net  income  per  egg  farm  were  up 
even  more,  because  of  the  uptrend  in  the 
number  of  layers  per  farm. 

USDA  estimates  costs  and  returns 
for  many  different  kinds  of  representative 
family  operated  farms.    In  I966,  a  typical 
family-run  New  Jersey  egg  farm  earned  a 
net  farm  income  of  $8,336— up  from  $U,535 
in  1965,  and  $6,59^  above  the  1957-59 


average.    Total  cash  receipts  on  these 
egg  farms  increased  $5,6^5  in  1966  as  egg 
prices  rose  18  percent.    Total  cash  ex- 
penses increased  only  $1,870. 

USDA  studies  also  indicate  that  typ- 
ical contract  broiler  growers  in  Delmarva, 
Georgia,  and  Maine  received  higher  incomes 
in  1966  than  in  1965.    Net  incomes  to  con- 
tract growers  increased  in  all  3  States 
in  1966  and  were  well  above  the  1957-59 
average  for  the  second  year  in  a  row. 
The  typical  Georgia  broiler  farm  realized 
a  net  farm  income  of  $2,2U6  in  1966  com- 
pared with  $1,5^7  in  1965  and  the  average 
of  $986  in  1957-59.     In  Delmarva,  net 
farm  income  on  the  representative  special- 
ized broiler  farm  rose  to  $2,86U  in  I966 
from  $2,738  in  1965  and  was  $1,720  above 
the  1957-59  average .    Net  income  on  Maine 
farms  averaged  $3,210  in  1966  compared 
with  $2,751  in  1965  and  the  average  of 
$2,856.    As  can  be  seen  in  these  trends, 
differences  among  the  3  States  in  net  farm 
income  have  narrowed  in  recent  years . 

Cost  and  returns  data  for  turkeys 
are  much  more  limited  than  for  eggs  and 
broilers.    However,  record-keeping  cost 
studiec  carried  out  in  California  by  the 
Extension  Service  indicate  that  the  total 
cost  of  producing  a  pound  of  liveweight 
turkey  for  a  sample  of  producers  in  the 
State  had  been  quite  stable  at  around  21.0 
cents  per  pound  during  I96U-66.  Since  the 
average  liveweight  price  for  turkeys  per 
pound  in  California  rose  from  20.8  cents 
in  I96U  to  22.9  cents  in  1965  and  23.2 
cents  in  1966,  it  is  clear  that  both  1965 
and  I966  were  relatively  favorable  years 
for  California  turkey  producers. 

FEED  PRICES  MAY  STABILIZE 

Poultry  feed  costs  have  been  stable 
since  last  fall,  after  having  advanced 
during  the  preceding  12  months.    But,  the 
cost  of  poultry  ration  in  mid-May — at 
$3.67  per  100  pounds — was  still  k  percent 
above  a  year  earlier.    Since  September, 
monthly  average  ration  costs  have  fluct- 
uated within  a  narrow  range — between  $3.68 
and  $3-73  per  100  pounds. 
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With  a  normal  growing  season, 
poultry  feed  prices  probably  will  continue 
to  be  more  stable  than  a  year  earlier.  A 
year  earlier,  poultry  ration  costs  rose 
k  percent  from  October  to  May,  and  7  per- 
cent from  May  to  August. 

Corn  prices  received  by  farmers  in 
May  averaged  $1.25  per  bushel — k  cents 
above  a  year  earlier.    "Free"  corn  stocks, 
which  were  13  percent  above  a  year  earlier 
on  April  1,  appear  large  enough  to  take 
care  of  expected  domestic  and  export  re- 
quirements during  the  rest  of  the  crop 
year.     If  favorable  weather  this  summer 
points  to  a  big  corn  crop,  corn  prices 
probably  will  average  below  the  I966 
July-September  average  of  $1.32  per 
bushel. 

The  price  of  kh  percent  soybean 
meal  at  Decatur  averaged  about  $73.70  per 
ton  in  May — $6.60  per  ton  less  than  a 
year  earlier.    With  larger  supplies  of 
soybeans  available  for  crushing   this  year, 
soybean  meal  prices  probably  will  be 
relatively  stable  during  June-September 
and  remain  well  below  the  average  of 
about  $9U  per  ton  in  those  h  months  last 
year. 

CONSUMPTION 

Poultry  Use  Increases 

Preliminary  data  for  the  first 
quarter  of  I967  indicate  that  per  capita 
disappearance  of  broiler  meat  and  turkey 
ran  about  O.h  pound  ahead  of  the  7.9 
pounds  in  the  like  period  of  I966 .  Poultry 
consumption  may  continue  to  trend  upward 
through  1967.    For  all  of  1967,  per  capita 
consumption  is  expected  to  exceed  the 
record  U3.8  pounds  in  I966  by  2  to  3 
pounds.    Turkey  consumption  in  I967  may 
rise  by  as  much  as  1  pound  per  person — 
about  15  percent — which  would  be  the  larg- 
est annual  increase  except  for  the  1.3 
pound  gain  in  I96I. 

The  relatively  large  increase  in 
poultry  consumption  in  prospect  for  I967 
follows  substantial  increases  of  3.0 
pounds  in  I966  and  2.5  pounds  in  I965. 
From  i960  through  196*+>  per  capita  poultry 


consumption  had  risen  an  average  of  only 
0.U  pound  per  year. 

Chicken  consumption  in  1966  reached 
a  record  of  36. 0  pounds  per  capita — up 
from  33.3  pounds  in  1965  and  28.0  pounds 
in  i960.    Broilers  accounted  for  89  per- 
cent of  the  chicken  used  in  I966,  compared 
with  88  percent  in  1965  and  8k  percent  in 
i960.    Per  capita  turkey  consumption  also 
established  a  new  high  in  1966,  climbing 
to  7.8  pounds  from  7.5  pounds  in  1965  and 
6.1  pounds  in  i960. 


Egg  Use  Up_  in  1967 

Apparent  civilian  per  capita  disap- 
pearance of  shell  eggs  during  January- 
March  1967  rose  to  about  72|-  eggs  from 
71  eggs  in  the  first  quarter  of  1966.  For 
the  year  as  a  whole,  per  capita  consumption 
of  all  eggs  is  expected  to  increase  2  to 
3  percent  from  313  eggs  in  1966— the  first 
significant  year-to-year  increase  since 
1951.    Practically  all  of  the  increase  is 
likely  to  occur  during  the  first  3  quarters 
of  the  year.    Consumption  estimates  incor- 
porating production  estimates,  which  have 
been  revised  on  the  basis  of  more  complete 
information  from  the  I96U  Census  of 
Agriculture,  are  shown  in  table  15,  page26; 
These  revised  consumption  figures  indicate 
that  per  capita  egg  consumption  dropped 
from  33*+  eggs  in  i960  to  317  in  196U. 
Then,  the  decline  slowed  to  313  eggs  in 
I966.    This  reduced  decline,  together  with 
some  slackening  in  the  downtrend  of  retail 
egg  prices,  suggests  that  the  longer-term 
decline  in  egg  demand  could  be  losing 
momentum.    Use  of  eggs  in  processed  form 
(mostly  via  foods  incorporating  eggs)  has 
shown  no  well-defined  trend  since  i960. 
In  some  recent  years  they  have  been 
importantly  influenced  by  USDA  purchases 
for  distribution  to  schools  and  other 
outlets.    In  1966  the  equivalent  of  about 
30  eggs  were  consumed  via  processed  pro- 
ducts, compared  with  an  average  of  29 
eggs  in  I96O-65.    Part  of  the  apparent 
year-to-year  variation  in  the  use  of  egg 
products  may  be  due  in  part  to  limitations 
of  data  on  storage  holdings.    (See  section 
entitled,  "Consumption  Estimates  Revised" 
on  page  13. ) 
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RETAIL  PRICES 

Retail  prices  for  broilers  and 
fryers,  and  chicken  parts  during  the  first 
l|  months  of  1967  were  substantially  below 
a  year  earlier,  but  prices  for  8-16  pound 
turkeys  averaged  slightly  above  the 
January-April  I966  level. 

Broiler  and  fryer  prices  to  con- 
sumers averaged  38.2  cents  per  pound  dur- 
ing January-April — down  1.2  cents  from 
the  last  U  months  of  I966,  and  U.O  cents 
below  a  year  earlier.    In  April,  prices 
for  the  whole  birds  average  38.5  cents-- 
5.1  cents  below  April  I966.    Prices  for 
chicken  breasts  in  January-April  averaged 
68.0  cents  per  pound — 1.3  cents  lower 
than  in  September-December  I966,  and  2.8 
cents  below  a  year  earlier.    The  April 
price,  at  68.1  cents  was  U.2  cents  under 
April  last  year. 

Retail  prices  for  chicken  fell 
more  sharply  than  farm  prices.    The  farm- 
retail  marketing  margin  for  broilers  in 
the  first  k  months  of  I967  was  reduced 
to  18.6  cents  per  pound  from  21.2  cents 
in  September-December  1966.    It  had  been 
I9.8  cents  in  the  January-April  of  last 
year.    See  table  25.    If  broiler  produc- 
tion is  around  I966  levels,  prices  to  con- 
sumers during  the  fall  and  winter  probably 
would  rise  further  and  average  signifi- 
cantly above  a  year  earlier. 

Retail  prices  for  8-l6  pound  tur- 
keys in  January-April  averaged  50. h  cents 
per  pound — -§•  cent  below  those  in  the  last 
I*  months  of  I966,  but  \  cent  above  a  year 
earlier.    Since  farm  turkey  prices  during 
January-April  dropped  sharply  (both  from 
the  preceding  k  months  and  from  a  year 
earlier),  there  was  a  substantial  widen- 
ing of  the  farm-retail  price  spread  for 
turkeys.    Cold  storage  holdings  of  turkey 
on  May  1,  at  175  million  pounds,  were  82 
million  pounds  above  a  year  earlier,  and 
53  million  more  than  the  I96I-65  average 
for  the  date.    With  record  large  stocks 


and  with  turkey  production  moving  up 
seasonally,  turkey  supplies  are  becoming 
large  enough  to  possibly  induce  retailers 
to  feature  turkeys  more  actively  at  lower 
prices  than  have  prevailed  in  recent 
months.    Therefore,  retail  turkey  prices 
in  early  summer  may  average  below  those 
in  the  spring.    Some  increase  in  price 
is  expected  during  late  summer  and  fall. 
Nevertheless,  prices  for  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  may  average  about  the  same 
as,  or  a  little  below,  those  during  the 
holidays  last  year. 

Retail  prices  of  eggs  in  January- 
April  averaged  53.^  cents  per  dozen — 
down  10.0  cents  from  the  preceding  k  months 
and  7.3  cents  below  a  year  earlier. 

The  farm-retail  price  spread  for 
eggs  over  the  past  year  has  varied  only 
slightly — fluctuating  mostly  between 
20  cents  and  21  cents  per  dozen.  Egg 
prices  are  expected  to  rise  after  midyear 
as  producers  cut  output  more  than  seasonally, 
but  prices  may  continue  to  average  below 
those  in  1966  throughout  the  year. 


CONSUMPTION  ESTIMATES  REVISED 

Tables  2  and  15  through  19  present 
revised  estimates  of  apparent  civilian 
disappearance  of  chickens,  turkeys,  and 
eggs  by  years;  and  of  broilers,  turkeys, 
and  shell  eggs  by  quarters,  for  the  years 
1960-66.    The  new  estimates  incorporate 
production  figures  which  w^re  modified 
on  the  basis  of  the  I96U  Census  of  Agri- 
culture.   Changes  for  poultry  have  been 
negligible,  but  the  downtrend  in  the 
apparent  disappearance  of  eggs  is  some- 
what smaller  than  was  previously  indicated. 
Annual  estimates  of  apparent  per  capita 
civilian  disappearance  before  and  after 
revisions  are  shown  in  the  table  on  the 
next  page. 
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Table  2. — Apparent  per  capita  civilian  disappearance  of  chicken, 
turkey,  and  eggs,  revised  and  unrevised,  i960 -65 


Chicken 

Turkey 

Eggs 

Year 

Re- 

\ Unre-  \ 

Differ-; 

Re- 

Unre-; 

Differ-; 

Re-  ; 

Unre-; 

Differ- 

vised 

'  vised  j 

ence 

vised 

vised; 

ence 

vised  ; 

vised; 

ence 

Lb . 

Lb . 

Lb 

Lb 

Lb 

Lh 

Nrt 

Tin 

i960 

28.0 

28.1 

-  ,1 

6.1 

6.2 

-  .1 

JJ? 

-  I 

X 

I96I 

30.0 

30.2 

-  .2 

M 

7-U 

0 

328 

326 

+  2 

1962 

29.9 

30.0 

-  .1 

7.0 

7.0 

0 

326 

32U 

+  2 

196"3 

30.7 

30.8 

-  .1 

6.8 

6.7 

+  .1 

317 

316 

+  1 

I96U 

31.0 

31.2 

-  .2 

7-3 

7.2 

+  .1 

318 

313 

+  5 

1965 

33-3 

33.3 

0 

7.5 

7.U 

+  .1 

31* 

308 

+  6 

Apparent  civilian  disappearance  is 
often  referred  to  as  civilian  consumption, 
because  the  word  "consumption"  conveys 
the  essential  idea  behind  the  disappear- 
ance data.    However,  the  concepts  of 
disappearance  and  consumption  are  not 
exactly  the  same:    Consumption  is  gen- 
erally understood  to  be  the  quantity  of 
product  actually  used  up  by  civilian 
consumers.    Disappearance  during  a  par- 
ticular period  is  a  residual,  computed 
by  deducting  exports,  shipments  to  U.  S. 
Territories,  military  procurement,  and 
commercial  storage  at  the  end  of  the 
period  from  the  total  supply.    For  eggs, 
the  quantity  used  for  hatching  also  is 
deducted.    Supply  is  the  sum  of  produc- 
tion, imports,  and  storage  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  period.    The  method  used 
to  calculate  the  disappearance  can  per- 
haps be  better  pictured  in  tables  17 ,  18 
and  19  • 

Estimates  of  apparent  disappearance 
do  not  take  into  account  changes  in  the 
amount  of  product  in  pipeline — the  flow 
of  product  in  the  marketing  system  which 
is  not  reported.    For  instance,  the  dis- 
appearance of  turkey  may  overstate  con- 
sumption when  the  pipeline  expands 
during  the  third  quarter  and  understate 
it  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  when 
the  pipeline  contracts.  Disappearance 
data  may  also  slightly  overstate  shell 


egg  consumption  during  the  spring  when 
cold  storage  holdings  build  up.  Storage 
of  broilers  is*  relatively  small  and 
stable,  so  the  difference  between  actual 
disappearance  and  consumption  for  broilers 
probably  is  negligible.    For  an  entire 
year,  there  also  may  be  relatively  little 
differnece  between  actual  disappearance 
and  consumption  for  poultry  and  shell 
eggs,  because  pipelines  generally  vary 
much  less  from  year  to  year  than  from 
season  to  season. 

A  difference  between  apparent  dis- 
appearance and  actual  disappearance 
arises  to  the  extent  that  statistics  on 
storage  stocks  are  either  incomplete  or 
lacking  in  detail. 

For  poultry,  for  instance,  data  are 
available  only  on  holdings  of  frozen 
products  in  public,  private,  and  semi- 
private  warehouses  where  food  products 
are  generally  stored  for  30  days  or  more. 
Excluded  are  stocks  of  canned  poultry  and 
holdings  of  frozen  poultry  in  stores  of 
many  processors,  wholesalers,  and  re- 
tailers, not  to  mention  frozen  items  in 
home  freezers  and  poultry  incorporated 
in  some  frozen  foods. 

In  addition,  the  uptrend  in  frozen 
turkey  stocks,  which  are  reported  in 
terms  of  the  product  weight,  do  not  re- 
flect the  increasing  proportion  of  pro- 
duct stored  in  the  form  of  convenience 
foods  made  largely  of  turkey  meat.  If 
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the  turkey  meat  in  these  products  were 
converted  to  an  equivalent  quantity  of 
ready-to-cook  whole  turkey  (the  yardstick 
for  measuring  disappearance),  reported 
turkey  stocks  would  be  larger  and  apparent 
disappearance  smaller. 

Data  on  egg  storage  also  suffer 
from  the  same  kind  of  limitations  as  data 
on  poultry  storage.    In  addition,  In- 
formation is  not  available  on  stocks 
of  egg  solids — only  on  shell  and  frozen 
eggs.    Most  of  the  eggs  that  are  pro- 
cessed (broken  commerc  ially)  are  incor- 
porated into  foods  such  as  noodles, 
mayonnaise,  ice  cream  powder,  and  cake 
mixes .    When  egg  prices  are  unusually 
low,  production  of  items  containing 
high  proportions  of  egg  may  be  increased. 
When  this  happens,  the  apparent  dis- 
appearance of  processed  egg  increases 


faster  than  the  actual  disappearance. 
For  this  reason,  no  attempt  is  made  to 
estimate  disappearance  of  processed  egg 
products  by  quarters. 

Thus,  actual  and  apparent  disap- 
pearance will  differ  to  the  extent  that 
unreported  stocks  are  sizable  and  vary 
from  one  period  to  another.    For  a 
period  of  a  year,  the  difference  between 
actual  and  apparent  disappearance  of 
poultry  and  shell  eggs  is  not  as  great  as 
for  periods  as  short  as  a  quarter.  There- 
fore, the  quarterly  data  presented  in 
this  report  should  be  used  with  more 
caution,  especially  data  for  turkeys. 
Quarterly  data  for  turkeys  should  be 
used  mainly  to  measure  change  from  a  year 
earlier. 


The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  is 
published  in  February,  April, 
June,  September  and  November. 

The  next  issue  is  scheduled  for 
release  September  15- 


 NOTICE  

A  statistical  supplement  to  the  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation, 
Selected  Statistical  Series  for  Poultry  and  Eggs  Through 
1966,  EES  232,  will  not  be  published  this  year.    Many  of 
the  annual  and  monthly  series  normally  carried  in 
supplements  appear  in  this  issue  of  the  Poultry  and  Egg 
Situation.    Other  series  will  appear  in  later  issues. 
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Table  3  . — Eggs:    Production,  disposition  and  value,  1955-66  1/ 


Average 
number 
of  layers 
on  hand 
during  the 
year 

Eggs 

Produced 

Consumed 
on  farms 
where 
produced 

Value  of- 

Year 

Per  layer 
on  hand 
during  the 
year  2/ 

Total 

Sold 

Price 
per 
dozen 

Sales  : 

Sales  and 
consump- 
tion 3/ 

Millions 

Number 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Cents 

Million 
dollars 

Million 
dollars 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

309 
311 
307 
30U 
306 

192 
197 
199 
202 
207 

59,526 
61,113 
61,026 
61,607 
63,335 

5,511 
5,189 

M53 
l+,507 
14,256 

51+.015 
55,921+ 
56,173 
57,100 
59,079 

39-5 
39.3 
35.9 
38.5 
31.  k 

1,777 
1,8314 
1,682 
1,833 
1,51+5 

1,955 
2,003 
1,826 
1,978 
1,656 

i960 
1961 
1962 
196^ 

196U 

295 
297 
300 
298 

:  301 

209 
210 
212 
213 
217 

61,1462 
62,1+23 
63,569 
63,500 
62,215 

3,782 

3,026 
2,729 
2,1+39 

57,680 

KQ  COO. 

60,5^3 
60,770 
62,776 

36.0 
.o 

33.8 
3^.5 
33.8 

1,731 
1,750 
1,703 
1,7147 
1,770 

i,8ia 

1,8U8 
1,787 
1,8214 
1,836 

1965 

1966  y 

302 
305 

218 
218 

65,692 
66,1+50 

2,056 
1,612 

63,636 
614,838 

33.7 
39.1 

1,788 
2,123 

1,81+1+ 
2,164 

1/    Data  include  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  1961. 

2/    Number  of  eggs  produced  during  the  year  divided  by  the  average  number  of  layers  on  hand 


during  the  year. 

3/  Eggs  consumed  are  valued  at  same  price  per  dozen  as  eggs  sold. 
U/  Preliminary. 


Table   1+  . — Commercial  broiler  production,  average  liveweight 
price  per  pound  and  value,  1955-66  l/ 


Production 

!  Average 

Average  price 
received  by 
j  producers 
per  pound 

:       Value  of 

Year 

Number 

:  Liveweight 

:  liveweight 
!         per  bird 

:  production 

:  & 

Millions 

Million 
pounds 

Pounds 

Cents 

Million 
dollars 

1955 

1956  ! 

1957  : 
1958 

1959  : 

1,092 
1,31+1+ 
1,1+1+8 
1,660 
1,737 

3,350 
l+,270 
14,683 
5,1431 
5,763 

3.07 
3.18 
3.23 
3.27 
3.32 

25.2 
19.6 
18.9 
18.5 
16.1 

8I4U 
838 
886 
1,002 

925 

I960  • 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1961+ 

1,795 
1,991 
:  2,023 
!  2,102 
!  2,161 

6,017 
6,832 
6,907 
7,276 
7,521 

3.35 
3.1+3 
3.1+1 
3.1+6 
3.1+8 

16.9 

13.9 
15.2 
1U.6 
lU.2 

1,011+ 
91+7 

1,01+9 
1,063 
1,070 

1965 
1966 

:  2,33^ 
:  2,568 

8,125 
8,979 

3.1+8 
3.50 

15.0 
15.3 

1,218 
1,369 

l/  Includes  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  1961. 


2/  Includes  consumption  in  households  of  producers  which  is  less  than  1  percent  of 
total  production. 
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Year 

Liveveight  slaughter 

Price 
per 
pound 

Value  of- 

Average  per  bird  \ 

Total 

Sales 

Sales  plus 
consump- 
tion 2/ 

Sold 

1  Consumed  : 
!  on  farms  • 
:    where  • 
:  produced  • 

All 

Sold 

Consumed 
on  farms 

where 
produced 

|  Sold  and 

'    pnn  qi  iTTiPrl 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Pounds  Pounds 

pound  s 

pound  s 

pounds 

Cents 

Hoi T  at^ 

dollars 

1955 

:  U.7 

3.6 

U.3 

1,215 

UU2 

1,656 

18.6 

226 

307 

1956 

U.6 

3.6 

U.2 

1,157 

UU8 

1,605 

16.0 

185 

258 

1957 

U  7 

3.6 

U.3 

1 ,006 

klk 

1,U20 

13.7 

138 

195 

1958 

U.7 

3.6 

U.3 

1,037 

397 

1,»»35 

lU.O 

lU5 

200 

1959  : 

U.7 

3.6 

U.3 

1,087 

3U3 

1,U29 

11.0 

120 

157 

i960 

:  U.8 

3.6 

u.u 

866 

298 

1.16U 

12.2 

105 

1U1 

1961 

:  U.8 

3.6 

u.u 

902 

268 

1,170 

10.1 

91 

118 

1962 

:  U.8 

3.6 

U.5 

920 

239 

1,159 

10.2 

93 

117 

1963 

U.8 

3.6 

U.5 

908 

205 

1,112 

10.0 

91 

110 

I96U 

U.8 

3.7 

U.6 

937 

179 

1,116 

9.2 

86 

102 

1965 

:  U.8 

3.7 

U.6 

968 

152 

1,120 

8.9 

86 

100 

1966  y 

:  U.9 

3.7 

U.7 

l.oUo 

12U 

1,16U 

9.7 

101 

112 

1/  Does  not  include  commercial  broilers.     Includes  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  I961. 
2/  Farm  chickens  consumed  are  valued  at  same  price  per  pound  as  chickens  sold. 
2/  Preliminary. 


Table  6  . — Turkey:    Slaughter,  disposition,  and  income,  1955-66 


Liveweight  slaughter 

Value  of- 

Average  per  bird 

Total 

Price 

Year 

Consumed 

per 

Sales 

on  farms 

:  Sold  and 

pound 

Sales 

plus  con- 

Hens 

Toms 

Fryers  : 

All 

Sold 

where 

:  consumed 

sumption 

produced 

u 

:  & 

3/ 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

dollars 

1955 

lU.U 

2U.5 

8.3 

16.7 

1,079 

11.0 

1,090 

30.2 

326 

329 

1956  : 

1U.3 

2U.2 

8.U 

16.6 

1,2U7 

11.5 

1,259 

27.2 

339 

3U2 

1957  : 

1U.3 

2U.0 

8.3 

16.7 

1,3U8 

11.9 

1,360 

23. u 

316 

319 

1958  : 

1U.3 

2U.1 

8.U 

17.1 

1,338 

10.0 

1,3U8 

23.9 

320 

322 

1959 

1U.3 

2U.U 

8.U 

17.0 

1.U32 

8.2 

1,UU0 

23.9 

3U3 

3U5 

i960 

1U.5 

2U.8 

8.7 

17.6 

1,U63 

1,U63 

25. u 

371 

371 

1961 

:  1U.5 

2U.U 

8.7 

n.k 

1,882 

1,882 

18.9 

356 

356 

1962 

:  1U.6 

2U.8 

8.7 

17.7 

1,627 

1,627 

21.6 

352 

352 

1963 

:  1U.8 

25.0 

8.7 

18.0 

1,69U 

1,69U 

22.3 

377 

377 

196U 

:  1U.9 

25.  u 

8.7 

18.1 

i,8aU 

1,82U 

21.0 

383 

383 

1965 

•  1U.8 

25. u 

8.8 

18.1 

1,901 

1,901 

22.2 

U21 

1+21 

1966_U/ 

:  1U.9 

25.2 

8.9 

18.3 

2,097 

2,097 

23.0 

U83 

U83 

1/  Included  with  sold  after  1959. 
2/  Added  from  unrounded  data. 

3y  Turkey  consumed  are  valued  at  the  same  price  per  pound  as  turkeys  sold. 
U/  Preliminary. 
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Table  10 .--Pullet  chicks  placed  for  laying  flocks,  by  months,  I96I-65 

averaged  and  1 966-67  1/ 

(Contains  data  for  cover  chart) 


Month  ! 

j 

1961-65 
average  2/  't 

1966 

:  1967 

:  Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

January  j 

ll.k 

20.7 

22.9 

February  j 

:  23.5 

23.6 

26.1 

March  < 

ho. 9 

36.2 

36.9 

April 

!  49.6 

kk.k 

41.5 

May  : 

!  42.6 

U2.3 

June  < 

:  23.5 

30.9 

July  : 

! 

:        16.  k 

21.4 

August  j 

•  14.8 

20.3 

September 

:  15.0 

21.4 

October 

!  15.6 

22.1 

November 

1  13.9 

20.6 

December 

:  13.5 

20.5 

TOTAL 

s  286.7 

324.4 

1/  One-half  egg-type  chick  hatched  plus  pullet  chicks  placed 
domestically  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  leading 
breeders. 


2/  In  1961-63  excludes  placements  by  a  few  broiler  breeders 
which  were  covered  for  the  first  time  in  1964. 
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Table  12. — Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler 
industry  statistics,  i960  to  date  1/ 


Year 

:  Jan. 

:  Feb. 

:  Mar. 

Apr. 

:  May  : 

June 

:  July 

:  Aug.  : 

Sept. 

:  Oct.  : 

Nov.  : 

Dec. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pullet  chicks  placed 

for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks 

7-1^  months  earlier  2/ 

I960 

:  -1 

_c: 

-9 

-14 

-17 

-20 

-23 

-2k 

-24 

-22 

-18 

-11 

1961 

-6 

-2 

2 

7 

13 

18 

21 

22 

23 

25 

24 

lo 

1962 

:  13 

11 

9 

7 

2 

-3 

-6 

-6 

-6 

-7 

-9 

-11 

1963 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-8 

-6 

-3 

-1 

2 

7 

8 

9 

8 

196U 

8 

7 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

5 

3 

1 

-2 

-5 

1965 

-6 

-5 

_5 

-6 

-7 

-6 

-3 

2 

14 

5 

7 

10 

i960 

12 

11 

10 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

14 

1967 

16 

17 

18 

1? 

20 

20 

20 

lb 

15 

10 

Broiler  chick  placements 

in  22  or  23  States 

advanced 

2 

months  to 

expected  ma ! 

-keting  month 

i960 

j 

-2 

0 

1 

-1 

2 

7 

10 

7 

7 

10 

13 

1961 

13 

10 

11 

13 

20 

19 

16 

10 

10 

10 

0 

2 

1962 

0 

3 

d 

2 

-1 

0 

-2 

-1 

-1 

3 

12 

19 

1963 

18 

10 

k 

-1 

0 

2 

6 

7 

5 

2 

0 

1 

1964  : 

U 

6 

6 

5 

3 

1 

-1 

1 

U 

5 

5 

1 

4 

1965 

2 

3 

S 

6 

7 

7 

9 

11 

11 

13 

13 

14 

1966 

13 

14 

lU 

12 

10 

9 

8 

8 

10 

11 

11 

1967 

1 

k 

Broiler  prices 

received  by 

U.  S.  producers 

* 

i960  : 

1. 
4 

6 

8 

10- 

11 

9 

6 

5 

5 

0 

-3 

1961  : 

-5 

1. 
—4 

-7 

-14 

-20 

-26 

-27 

-26 

-24 

-24 

-16 

Q 
-O 

1962  : 

-3 

-3 

-3 

-1 

k 

11 

18 

27 

29 

26 

12 

0 

1963  : 

-7 

-6 

-2 

2 

3 

1 

-3 

-8 

-9 

-6 

-3 

-3 

1964  : 

-7 

-7 

-10 

-9 

-7 

-3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1965  : 

6 

8 
8 

10 

11 

10 

7 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

l^co  ; 

9 

10 

8 

5 

5 

3 

3 

-1 

-k 

-10 

-13 

1967  : 

-13 

-13 

-12 

-17 

Prices  paid  to 

commercial  hatcheries 

for  broiler-type 

chicks  3/ 

i960  : 

-6 

-3 

7 

19 

28 

26 

25 

28 

31 

28 

23 

20 

196l  : 

lo 

19 

13 

0 

-15 

-21 

-23 

-27 

-31 

-31 

-29 

-26 

1962  : 

-22 

-20 

-19 

-16 

-11 

-5 

k 

15 

23 

25 

20 

15 

1963  : 

11 

10 

12 

lk 

13 

6 

0 

-6 

-8 

-8 

-8 

-9 

1964  : 

-11 

-13 

-Ik 

-13 

-10 

-5 

-4 

-3 

-k 

-k 

-1 

t, 
4 

1965  : 

10 

15 

18 

21 

19 

16 

11 

6 

0 

-3 

-5 

-3 

19oo  ; 

-X 

0 

1 

2 

5 

7 

8 

9 

9 

6 

1 

-5 

Uyo  (  ; 

-  I 

-16 

-19 

-22 

Prices  paid  to  Georgia 

producers  for  hatching  eggs 

I960  : 

7 

13 

22 

37 

k3 

39 

36 

39 

41 

34 

26 

20 

•%  a 

J.O 

21 

16 

1 

-15 

-22 

-24 

-29 

-33 

-33 

-30 

-do 

1962 

-22 

-22 

-2k 

-22 

-14 

-3 

9 

2k 

33 

34 

28 

23 

1963 

21 

2k 

31 

35 

29 

15 

5 

-1 

-1 

-1 

-3 

-8 

196k 

-14 

-18 

-18 

-17 

-13 

-8 

-12 

-11 

-11 

-k 

-1 

k 

1965 

9 

13 

15 

16 

14 

10 

6 

2 

-2 

-3 

-3 

-1 

1966 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

5 

7 

7 

5 

0 

-4 

19'7 

-11 

-12 

-13 

1/  Fluctuations  in  monthly  data  reduced  by  the  use  of  3-month  moving  averages. 

2/  Total  January  i960  through  March  i960  and  domestic  thereafter. 

3/  U.  S.  average  prices  i960  through  November  196k  and  Georgia  price  thereafter. 
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Table  20. — Gross  farm  income  from  poultry  and  eggs,  1950-66  1/ 


Year 


:  Eggs 

Turkeys 

Nonbroiler  chickens 

:  Sales 

Consumption 
on  farms  2/ 

Sales 

Consumption 
ton  farms  2/  3/ 

Sales 

Consumption 
on  farms  2/ 

Value  of  sales  and  consumption  on  farms 


1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
195^ 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

1960  y 

1961  hi 


5  ^ 


1963  hj 
196U  hj 


1966  5/ 


Mil,  dol. 

1,579 
2,062 
1,801 
2,073 
1,627 
1,777 
1,831* 
1,682 
1,833 
1,5^5 
1,731 
1,750 
1,703 
1,7*7 
1,770 
1,788 
2,113 


Mil.  dol. 


Mil,  dol. 

19U 
235 
201 
216 
168 
178 
169 
Ihh 

lh3 
111 
111 

98 
8h 
TJ 
67 
56 
51 


Mil,  dol. 

2€6 
3^7 
352 
336 
331 
326 
339 
316 
320 
3^3 
371 
356 
352 
377 
383 
1*21 
U83 


Mil,  dol. 

h 
h 
h 
h 
k 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 


Mil,  dol. 

U13 
hhj 
362 
350 
253 
226 
185 
138 
1U5 

120 
105 
91 

93 
91 
86 
86 

101 


Mil,  dol. 

12U 
133 
111 
103 

80 

81 

73 

57 

55 

38 

35 

27 

2h 

20 
16 
13 
12 


Value  of  sales  and  consumption  on  farms 

Broilers 
§/ 

Other  poultry  and  ! 
turkey  hatching  eggs 

Total 

Sales 

Consumption 
on  farms  2/ 

Sales  7/ 

Consumption 
on  farms  2/  jj 

Gross  income 
7/8/ 

Mil.  dol. 


1950  : 

533 

h& 

1951  : 

689 

59 

1952  : 

756 

58 

1953  : 

786 

56 

195U  ! 

7U7 

55 

1955  : 

8Ui+ 

52 

1956  : 

838 

58 

1957  : 

886 

5^ 

1958 

:  1,002 

53 

1959 

:  925 

h7 

i960  hi 

l,0lU 
:  9^7 

5/55 

1961  y 

5/  59 

1962  y 

1,01+9 

5/  59 

1963  y 

1,063 

5/  61 

196U  y 

•  1,070 

5/  65 

1965  y 

:  1,218 
:  1,369 

5/  67 

1966  5/ 

5/1/79 

Mil.  dol. 


I 


Mil,  dol. 

2,839 
3,605 
3,330 
3,602 
3,013 
3,22U 
3,25i+ 
3,076 

3,353 
2,980 
3,276 
3,203 
3,256 
3,339 
3,37^ 
3,581 
htlk5 


Mil,  dol. 

326 
377 
319 
326 
25*+ 
265 
2U8 
207 
206 
152 
lh7 
126 
108 
98 
83 
70 
63 


Mil,  dol. 

3,165 
3,982 
3,6U9 
3,928 
3,267 
3,^9 
3,502 
3,283 
3,559 
3,132 
3,^23 
3,329 
3,36U 
3,*+37 
3,^57 
3,650 
i+,208 


1/  Includes  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  I96I,  except  for  other  poultry  and  turkey 
hatching  eggs. 

2/  Consumed  in  households  of  farm  producers. 
3/  Included  with  sales  beginning  in  i960, 
y  Revised. 
5/  Preliminary. 

6/  Includes  consumption  in  households  of  producers,  which  is  less  than  1  percent  of  production. 
jj  Detail  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
8/  Value  of  sales  plus  home  consumption. 
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Table  21. — Summaries  of  operations  on  account-keeping 
egg  farms  in  selected  areas,  1959-66 


Item  and  year 

TL.J  I. 

:  Unit 

\  Area 

California 

:                   :  Riverside 
:    Sonoma      :  and/or 
County      :0range  Co. 

:  Ohio 

:    New  York 

Labor  income  per 

layer  1/: 

1959  : 

:  Dollar 

1.23 

1.01 

™  ™ 

I960  ! 

:       do.  j 

:  1.86 

1.97 

1.79 



1961  : 

do.  : 

1.28 

1.78 

1.68 

1962  ! 

:       do.  j 

:  .56 

1.1k 

I.06 

— ~ — 

1963  i 

do.  j 

l.Oo 

1.12 

1.07 

■*- — — 

196k  < 

do.  < 

1.09 

•96 

.78 

— — 

1965  : 

do.  : 

Or- 

:  .85 

.75 

.93 

— — — 

I960  ; 

:       do.  ; 

2.1U 

1.66 

V  1.70 

—- • 

Management  income 

per  layer  2/3/ :  : 

.18 

3/  .39 

1959  ! 

do.  : 

.27 

i960  : 

do.  { 

1.08 

1.39 

3A. 34 

1961  : 

I        do.  ; 

.68 

1.31 

.82 

tar  >»     >  <~y 

JA-19 

1962  ! 

do.  j 

:  .07 

.73 

.46 

3/1.01 

1963  : 

do.  : 

:  .71 

Ro 

.46 

3/  .94 

1964  j 

:       do.  ; 

:  .80 

.82 

.10 

3/  .60 

1965  : 

:       do.  ! 

:  .53 

.60 

.31 

.80 

i960  : 

:       do.  « 

!  1.92 

1.51 

4/  1.08 

1  1,0 

1.40 

Average  number  of 

layers  per  farm: 

1.8 

1959 

I  Thousand 

\  4.o 

7.0 

4.9 

lyoo 

!         CO . 

:  4.6 

9.3 

1.8 

6.3 

1961  ! 

!  do. 

:  6.7 

9.6 

2.0 

5.9 

1962 

:  do. 

:  8.3 

10.9 

3.3 

5.7 

1963 

:  do. 

:  11.0 

15.2 

3.3 

7.4 

1964 

:  do. 

;  13.1 

29.1 

4.4 

9.6 

1965 

:  do. 

:  13.0 

29.2 

4.1 

12.6 

1966 

:  do. 

:  16.0 

26.6 

4/  4.4 

12.8 

1/  All  income  minus  all  costs  before  allowing  for  value  of  family  labor. 
2/  All  income  minus  all  costs  including  value  of  family  labor  at  the  rate  of 
$1.50  per  hour  in  California,  $1.00  per  hour  in  Ohio  and  $150  per  month  in  New 
York.    3/  Also  reflects  net  income  from  grain  and  other  livestock. 
4/  Preliminary. 


Source:  Reports  of  Federal- State  Extension  Services  at  the  University  of 
California,  the  Ohio  State  University  and  Cornell  University. 
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Table  25  . — Eggs,  and  broilers  and  fryers:  Farm  value,  farm-retail 
price  spread  and  retail  price,  by  selected  periods,  1966  to  date 


rrouuct 

and 
period 

5  Farm 

:         value  ; 

:         Farm-  : 
\       retail  ! 
:         price  ! 
!       spread  : 

:  Retail 
!  price 

!  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Eggs,  per  dozen  : 

1^66:  ! 

January -April  i 

1+0.6 

20.1 

60.7 

May-August  : 

3^.3 

21.3 

55.6 

September-December  ] 

1+2.8 

20.6 

63.1+ 

1^67:  ! 

January-April  ] 

32.3 

21.1 

53.^ 

Broilers  and  fryers,  ', 
per  pound  ] 

1^66: 

January-April  [ 

22.5 

19.8 

U2.3 

May-August  j 

22.2 

19.9 

1+2.1 

September-December  5 

18.2 

21.2 

39.^ 

1^67:  : 
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